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Board  Recedes  Foreign  Language 
Endorsement 

The  Board  of  Public  Education  has  acted  favorably  on  a  sug- 
gestion to  create  a  nonspecific  endorsement  category  for  foreign 
language.  As  of  January  1,  persons  completing  an  approved 
program  in  foreign  language  or  those  renewing  certificates  will 
receive  an  endorsement  that  reads  "39  Foreign  Language"  (rather 
than  Latin,  German,  etc.). 

This  procedure  will  indicate  that  a  person  has  completed  an 
approved  program  in  foreign  language  and  will  give  districts 
versatility  in  selecting  the  particular  language  they  wish  to  offer. 

If  you  have  questions  about  this  change,  please  call  Certifica- 
tion Services  at  OPI  (444-3150). 

Federal  Anti-Drug  Program  Grant  Proposals 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Education  has  announced  that  in  order 
to  move  the  program  forward  quickly,  funds  under  the  1986  Drug- 
Free  Schools  and  Communities  Act  will  not  be  subject  to  pubh- 
caiion  of  new  regulations.  OPI  expects  to  have  the  non-regula- 
tory guidelines  by  mid-January,  but  schools  may  proceed  on 
some  parts  of  the  grant  program  right  away. 

The  program  appears  to  allow  about  $4  per  child  on  a  straight 
enrollment  allocation.  Private  schools  must  be  included,  and  ap- 
plicants must  coordinate  programs  with  appropriate  local  drug 
abuse,  health  and  law  enforcement  agencies.  Districts  may  join 
with  other  districts  to  enhance  the  allocation. 

Fundable  school  district  activities  may  include  the  devel- 
opment and  acquisition  of  curricular  materials;  school-based  and 
family-based  prevention  programs;  counsehng  programs  for  stu- 
dents and  parents;  referral  programs;  training  for  teachers,  com- 
munity leaders  and  law  enforcement  personnel;  public  education 
programs;  efforts  to  identify  and  discipUne  drug  and  alcohol 
abusers;  and  special  programs  for  student  athletes. 

OPI  and  other  state  agencies  will  submit  a  general  grant  pro- 
posal as  soon  as  final  guidelines  and  application  materials  are  re- 
ceived. If  you  have  questions,  call  Judith  A.  Johnson  at  OPI  (444- 
3693). 

National  Teacher  Appreciation  Day 

In  October  Congress  passed  a  joint  resolution  designating  the 
1986-87  school  year  as  National  Year  of  the  Teacher  and  January 
28, 1987,  as  National  Teacher  Appreciation  Day. 

January  28  is  the  date  on  which  New  Hampshire  teacher 
Christa  McAuliffe  died  in  the  explosion  of  the  space  shuttle 
Challenger. 

Schools  and  communities  are  encouraged  to  observe  these 
occasions  with  appropriate  activities  of  their  own  design. 


Montana  Educational  Challenge  Project 
Administrative  Intern  Program 

School  districts  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  Montana  Edu- 
cationcd  Challenge  Project  Administrative  Intern  Program,  a  co- 
operative effort  of  the  University  of  Montana,  Montana  State 
University,  School  Administrators  of  Montana,  Board  of  Public 
Education  and  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction.  The  program  will 
allow  districts  to  meet  accreditation  requirements  for  principals  or 
to  provide  continuity  when  an  administrator  leaves  the  district. 
Six  interns  have  participated  in  a  pilot  program  over  the  past  two 
years. 

School  districts  identify  a  person  with  the  potential  for  being 
a  principal  who  is  a  current  teacher  or  staff  member  appropriately 
certified  at  the  level  to  be  served  as  principal.  The  candickiie  ap- 
plies to  the  appropriate  education  administration  graduate  pro- 
gram at  either  MSU  or  UM.  If  accepted,  an  agreement  is  drawn 
up  between  the  school  district,  the  candidate  and  the  university 
which  provides  for  educational  and  professional  growth  ex- 
periences and  funding.  The  student  attends  summer  school  and 
special  seminars  throughout  the  year  and  works  as  an  adminis- 
trative intern  for  die  district  under  the  supervision  of  a  current 
district  administrator  and  university  personnel.  Depending  on  the 
individual's  graduate  course  of  study,  the  program  may  be  in 
effect  for  as  many  as  three  years.  Because  the  disU"ict  provides 
this  excellent  opportunity  to  the  individual,  it  retains  a  small 
portion  of  the  salary  during  the  period  of  the  internship  program. 

Interested  districts  should  express  their  interest  in  participating 
in  the  Administrative  Internship  Program  by  March  6  so  that 
their  candidates  may  take  part  in  the  1987  summer  school  ses- 
sion. For  further  information  on  this  program  write  or  call  John 
Voorhis,  Director,  Teacher  Education/Certification,  OPI,  444- 
3150. 

EMME/IMPACT  Math  Training  Deadlines 

February  1  is  the  application  deadline  for  two  summer  leader- 
ship training  programs  funded  by  the  National  Science  Founda- 
don  and  coordinated  by  OPI,  the  Montana  Council  of  Teachers  of 
Mathematics  and  the  University  System. 

Excellence  for  Montana  Mathematics  Education  (EMME)  is  a 
leadership  program  for  teachers  K-8.  Integrating  Madicmadcs 
Programs  and  Computer  Technology  (IMPACT)  trains  math 
teachers  in  grades  7-12  to  integrate  the  computer  as  an  instruc- 
tional tool  for  leaching  math.  Teachers  in  these  programs  receive 
stipends  and  expenses  for  a  six-week  training  seminar  and  will  be 
able  to  offer  regional  inservice  after  their  training. 

Program  brochures  have  been  distributed  to  schools.  If  you 
need  more  information,  call  Dan  Dolan  at  OPI,  444-4436. 

Women  of  Montana  Essay  Contest 

Students  in  grades  10-12  are  invited  to  submit  entries  to  the 
Women  of  Montana  essay  contest,  an  annual  program  sponsored 


by  the  Montiina  Division  of  the  American  Association  of  Uni- 
versity Women.  Entries  should  be  from  500-800  words  about 
one  Montana  woman  whose  life  serves  as  an  example  for  the 
stale's  citizens.  All  materials  must  be  factual  and  may  come  from 
family  records,  research  or  personal  interviews. 

Essays  will  be  judged  on  content,  organization,  human  interest 
and  mechanical  soundness.  Cash  prizes  will  be  awarded  for  first 
through  fourth  prize.  The  contest  is  an  excellent  prelude  to 
Women's  History  Month  (March). 

The  deadline  for  entries  is  March  1.  For  more  information,  con- 

titct  Your  local  AAUW  branch  or  Edward  Eschler  at  OPI,  444- 

443J. 

Free  English  Comp  Textbooks 

Billings  Public  Schools  is  offering  Warriner's  English 
Grammar  and  Composition  for  grade  10  (blue  edition),  grade  1 1 


(brown  edition)  and  grade  12  (complete  course)  in  large  quanti- 
ties. The  textbooks  will  be  given  away  to  anyone  who  will  pick 
them  up  in  Billings  or  pay  postage.  Please  call  Jim  Neeley,  Bil- 
lings Public  Schools,  255-3500,  ext.  211. 


Calendar 

Jan.  19-DeadUne  for  proposals  for  Carl  Perkins  Vocational 

Education  Program  funds,  OPI  (444-4441) 
Jan.  19-20-County  Superintendents  Workshop,  OPI,  Helena 

(444-3159) 

Jan.  12-13-Board  of  PubUc  Education,  Helena  (444-6576) 
Jan.  20-Martin  Luther  King's  Birthday 
Jan.  28-National  Teacher  Appreciation  Day 


MISSING  CHILDREN  INFORMATION 

The  following  is  the  State  Dept.  of  Justice's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  teenagers  (age  17 
and  under).  For  details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Dept.  of  Justice,  Helena,  444-3625. 
(PD=Police  Dept.;  SO^Sheriff  s  Office;  TP=Tribal  Police) 
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Lindennan,  Staci  R. 
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011269 
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